
representatives from local groups such as 

the school, church, chapel, community 

centre, fitness groups, pub, sports club, 

doctor’s surgery, women’s group and 

more. 

  

Contact us to find out how you can get involved, 
and be kept up to date with what’s happening in 
all areas of the village and its surroundings 

• be able to have your say at regular meetings 

• be able to get involved (as much or as little as 
you like!)   

Contact us on 01207 528852 or email us 

at burnhopewheel@gmail.com for 

more information. 

THE BURNHOPE WHEEL  
Designed & edited by volunteers of the 

Burnhope Partnership 

 

For articles and advertising please 

email:  

burnhopewheel@gmai l .com  

 
 

 

Burnhope Partnership is a membership 

organisation for the residents of Burnhope 

Parish.  It has a committee of 

 

 
A LIFE-SAVING GIF T FROM THE PARISH  

The village is now a safer 

place following the installation 

of a new defibrillator. 

Centrally located near the front 

entrance to the Garage Bar & 

Grille, at Pavilion Terrace, 

Burnhope (pictured), the 

equipment has been provided by 

Burnhope Parish Council who 

secured a grant of £2000 from the 

County Durham Community 

Foundation. 

Clear instructions are noted on 

the front of the secure cabinet.  

 

What is a defibrillator? 

A defibrillator is a device 
that gives a high energy 
electric shock to the heart of 
someone who is in cardiac 
arrest.  

This high energy shock is 
called defibrillation, and it's 
an essential part in trying to 
save the life of someone who’s in cardiac arrest.  

Hopefully, you won’t need to use it, or have it used on 

you, but it’s there just in case.  

 

TO OPEN IN AN EMERGENCY 

1.  Call 999 or 112  

2.  Keep calm and follow instructions. 
 

The Defibrillator is located on the front wall near to the 
entrance of The Garage Bar & Grille 

Pavilion Terrace, Burnhope, Durham DH7 0DN  



My thanks go to Peter Hughes (Parish 

Clerk) and Janet Box (Vice Chair) and to 

all sitting Councillors over the past five 

years for their support and trust in me.  

With a special thank you to Alan Gibson 

(now retired) and Gordon Smith for all the 

support they have given me with the 

physical, technical and horticulture side 

of Parish business. 

I would also like to thank Ossie Johnson, 

retiring County Councillor (my mentor 

and advisor and a stalwart to the 

progression of Burnhope Parish), and 

Jude Considine retiring County 

Councillor  (where  nothing was a 

problem and she was always there when 

her input or views were needed) 

I had every intention of standing down as 

a Parish Councillor  this year after 34 

years of service… however with no 

applications from prospective Parish 

Councillors I decided to push forward 

with help from previous Councillors to 

make sure Burnhope retained a Parish 

Councill. 

I’d like to remind parishioners that Parish 

Councillors go through rigorous checks 

just to have their names put forward for 

election ALSO Parish Councillors work 

for the Parish for NO monetary gain (we 

do it free). 

Moving on …. and a big welcome to all 

Parish Councillors for the next term: 

Councillor Janet Box 

Councillor Louise Clarke 

Councillor Terry Clarke 

Councillor Barry Henderson  

Councillor Philippa Luther 

Councillor Tom Metcalfe  

Councillor Sarah McCormick  

Councillor Caroline McCulloch 

Councillor Ian McKeag 

Councillor Gordon Smith 

I was elected by members at the AGM as 

Burnhope Parish Council Chair to lead 

our Council for this next term. 
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New Defibrillator 

The Parish Council 

are delighted to 

announce that they 

have received a grant 

of £2000 from the County Durham 

Community Foundation for the installation of 

a Defibrillator and secure cabinet. This has 

been placed on the side of The Garage Bar 

& Grille. 

A replacement public seat will also soon be 

in place opposite the mast. 

Could I thank all members for their trust and 

belief in me to push forward, it is very 

humbling feeling to lead a Parish Council that 

has been in place over such a long period of 

time. 

Let’s keep looking forward, try to help others 

and for goodness sake … try to KEEP 

SMILING. THANK YOU ALL 

Regards 
Derek Coates 
Chair of Burnhope Parish Council  
E: derek.coates2@btinternet.com 

 PARISH COUNCIL REPORT  
R E F L E C T I O N ,  R E S P E C T  A N D  L O O K I N G  F O R W A R D  

Derek Coates 

Back in May, Mike McGaun and Doug Oliver were elected to 

Durham County Council to serve as your local ward 

representatives, which includes Burnhope, but also 

encompasses Lanchester, Castleside and a big rural area 

stretching from Waskerley in the west all the way over to 

Hollinside. The Burnhope Wheel invited them to write an 

article... 

When we stood in the campaign in the Spring, we discussed 

a number of specific issues about local issues that might 

emerge, but also made a definite promise: to work together 

to represent your interests and your views.  

We were pretty frank when we said that we did not have the 

answer to all the problems that might affect people in the 

ward, but we were clear that the best way we felt to resolve 

them was by working with people in Burnhope to ensure 

Burnhope knowledge was fed into decisions affecting the 

village.  

It has therefore been deeply useful and a great pleasure for 

us to be spend the first few months as Councillors getting to 

meet as many people as possible to discuss issues of 

concern.  

This has included us attending Burnhope Community Centre 

to meet the Parish Council, but also meeting with a range of 

groups including people from the Burnhope Partnership, 

local businesses, Burnhope’s PCSOs and a range of 

concerned and interested individuals from across the 

Community.  

People have asked to discuss a vast range matters, 

particularly road safety and local bus connections which are 

 Councillor Mike McGaun, Richard Holden MP, Councillor Doug Oliver 

 
AND NEWS FROM YOUR MP  

clear priorities for us in the coming 

months and years. However, we also 

met residents to discuss overgrown 

pathways, access to the old football 

field behind The Garage Bar & Grille, 

anti-social behaviour, littering, parking, 

plans for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, 

modification of kerbsides so that they 

are more accessible to those using 

wheelchairs.  

Meanwhile, Mike, as a 30-year army 

veteran who served in REME and The 

Royal Fusiliers, has taken a particular 

interest in the condition of Burnhope’s 

outstanding War Memorial, one of the 

biggest in Britain.  

Another thing we sought to make clear 

in May is that we wanted to work very 

closely with our Member of Parliament, 

Richard Holden, to ensure that local 

feedback is not just in Durham but in 

Parliament and at the Centre of 

Government in London.  

Since being elected, Richard has visited 

Burnhope a number of times to listen to 

people’s views about a range of matters 

but especially road safety and bus links. 

We are now working in lockstep with 

Richard and have written together to the 

Council and bus companies on these 

topics and plan to continue lobbying on 

behalf of residents about this.  

We have greatly enjoyed our time on the 

Council so far but look forward to the 

challenge of ensuring we get the best 

deal for people in Burnhope and the 

wider area.  

If you would like to get in touch with us, 

please do email us on:  

michael.mcgaun@durham.gov.uk 

douglas.oliver@durham.gov.uk  

Or follow us on Facebook: 

facebook.com/mikeanddougcllrs or 

just say hello, next time you see us in 

the village.  



Page 3 

 

Hello, I’m PCSO 8722 

Andrew Tonge.  

I cover Burnhope as well as 

Lanchester and the rural areas 

out of Consett Police Station.  

I joined the force towards the end of 2020, so have been 

getting to know the area during the beginning of this year. 

Now things are getting back to the new ‘normal’, I am looking 

forward to being out in the community more, and hope I can 

start to get to know more people. 

Your Point of Contact My role as PCSO is varied, however 

one of these roles is to be a point of contact for local people, 

so please get in touch if there is anything you think I may be 

able to assist with.  

Would you like me to visit? I’m also looking to attend more 

community events, get into the local schools to speak with the 

children and get to know as many people as possible in the 

community. If there are any events taking place which you 

would like me to attend or you would like me to visit, please get 

in touch with me on the email address below.   

Working together We try to work closely with other agencies, 
such as the County Council, Parish Council, Neighbourhood 
Wardens, and Housing Providers to name just a few. We try to 
get to the very heart of our communities by tackling local 
issues, dealing with antisocial behaviour, engaging with 
different groups of people and building up key relationships 
with the people we serve.  

I hope to meet more of you in the community soon, so if 
you see myself or my colleagues out and about, do come 
and say hello. 
 
If you have any queries or questions, please feel free to get in 
touch via email andrew.tonge@durham.police.uk. This is for 
general use and incidents shouldn’t be reported this way.  

Please report any incidents via 101 (or the online report 
form) or 999 in an emergency. 

PCSO 8722 Andrew Tonge 

Hello residents of Burnhope 

I was in your village on a Sunday 

morning at the end of July as my 

son plays for an under 11s team 

and we had a match against the 

new Burnhope Under 11s team at 

your place.   

What a really lovely cricket ground 

and outlook there in the village.  

The coach was great as were all the 

children and parents, a credit to the 

village. 

What is the AAP? The AAP  is a 

partnership of people, organisations 

and councillors all keen to work 

together to help improve the life of 

people in the villages across the 

Mid Durham AAP boundaries. 

Our area stretches from Castleside 

in the north, south and west to 

Brancepeth, across east to Langley 

Moor then back up towards 

yourselves at our most easterly 

point.  It is quite a mix of villages in 

rural and semi-rural areas.    

Supporting Burnhope Parish 

We have been around for some 

time now and already connect with 

some of you.   

For many of you who do not know 

us, we helped in the development of 

the Community Centre, and we tend 

to be behind many of the local 

projects, in terms of funding we 

provide.   

Funding local projects The 

AAP helped to fund the Teddy 

Bears Picnic in the May half term 

and we are behind the whole 

summer of multi sports and outdoor 

activities taking place on the field 

for children beside the school.  

The ‘Burnhope Playout’ was one of 

those events and that took place on 

the 5th August at the Community 

Centre. All  events enjoyed free 

snacks and food to take home for 

participants.  

Even the pigeon association 

obtained some funding from us to 

get new timing clocks for the pigeon 

racing. 

Supporting a crisis It has 

however been a very challenging 

seventeen months or so for 

everyone and we have had to adapt 

to respond to the challenges of the 

pandemic.  

We supported the emergency effort 

taking place in your village, 

ensuring people got the support, 

food and supplies they needed at 

the height of the crisis.  We 

connected with and supported your 

‘Village Support Group’ who we 

know helped those most in 

need in Burnhope.   

Community Recovery This 

year, and moving forward, we 

have a couple of priorities we 

are focusing on and these are 

‘Community Recovery’ which encompasses many 

aspects of people’s lives, such as health, poverty and 

employment and  

‘Town and Village Improvement’  which as the name 

suggests is about responding to issues villages may 

have in terms of the physical environment and how 

improvements or opportunities to do things in village 

centres may arise.   

These two priority areas are where we will focus the 

funding we have to develop projects, which we hope 

will make a difference to people. 

‘Not a lot of people know this’, but we are actually part 

of Durham County Council. I am sure many of the 

people local to you, who we work with, would advocate 

that the AAP are great to be connected to and try their 

very best as a partnership to see how they can help 

local communities. 

Looking forward to the return cricket match! 

Regards 

Derek Snaith – Mid Durham AAP Coordinator 

How to connect with the AAP 

On Facebook -  search Mid Durham Area Action Partnership.  This is where we promote lots 

of community related information, which may be of help or interest to you.    

By Email - mdaap@durham.gov.uk  Use this to sign up for our weekly E-bulletin, become an 

AAP Forum member (we just need your name and email), or just ask the Team a question.   
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There may have been devastating floods in Cumbria, Yorkshire, Lancashire, Somerset, London, Germany, Bangladesh, China, America 
and Canada. But they don’t threaten us because we live at the top of a big hill. And the wild fires in Australia, America and Canada, well 
they are on the other side of the world. But the extended May frosts that set back our gardens and killed the farmer’s crops, now that is 
closer to home. 

This wilder weather is caused by climate change, and as we release more greenhouse gas and the world gets hotter, these devastating 
events will become more frequent. We may already be worried by the influx of refugees, imagine what it will be like when more and 
more people flee the countries worst affected by climate change. 

What can we do to reduce climate change? Well here are some ideas, let me know at rainowbrocks@gmail.com if you are inspired to 
do something about it: 

1. The BBC project 'Plant Britain' aims to inspire the nation to plant 750,000 trees to help protect the planet and fight against climate 
change. Burnhope is a pretty village, with wide open throughways and lots of green areas. Our survey of the village found a dozen 
areas where additional trees could be planted. Beside the war memorial we could have dwarf blossom trees such as Buddleja to 
attract butterflies. The field behind Vale View could be an orchard, we could plant more trees in the strip of Parish land (and do up 
the play area) beside the cricket pitch, on the footpath behind Beech Grove, beside Braeside, behind the Garage Bar & Grille and 
on the old football pitch. If you are interested email me “plant trees Carbon Busters!” 

2. Climate change is also threatening bio-diversity and the environment. Burnhope is surrounded by wild spaces, the Nature Reserve, 
Fairy Wood, the Plantation, and there are wild areas even within the village, beside The Avenue, the old bowling green, behind the 
surgery and others. We can work on these to increase the biodiversity and 
open them up so our residents can enjoy our wildlife. If you are interested 
and can help email “re-wild!” 

3. Plastic packaging is the symbol of our throw-away society, much of it ends 
up in the oceans turning them into a plastic soup that is killing sea life. The 
council collect re-cycling but there are many items they do not collect. Join 
our Recycling Revolution at the Community Centre where we collect hard-
to-recycle plastics first Saturday of the month. 

4. And we can all do something about it. “When we consider CO2 emissions 
from the consumption perspective, over three quarters of emissions are 
attributed to households”. We need to reduce by a third the CO2 
emissions of products and services (stuff) we buy:-  

Leisure  Taking less flights and engaging in activities with lower 
  CO2 emissions, 

Household  Buying less stuff, passing on what you don’t want, not 
  throwing it away, 

Food  Eating less meat and imported food, and reducing food 
  waste, 

Commuting  Driving less, car sharing and using more public transport. 

Manufacturers often make it difficult to repair their stuff. Repair cafes are 
places where you can take stuff to be repaired, there are only a few in the UK 
(see https://www.facebook.com/RepairCafeUK/) but we could pool our skills 
and set one up at the Community Centre. email me “repair cafe!” if you are 
interested in this idea. 

Or we could have pre-owned sale events at the Community Centre so other 
people can benefit from the stuff your family no longer needs, email me 
quoting “nearly new sales!” Let’s do this together! rainowbrocks@gmail.com 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND WHAT WE CAN DO 
 

T = Some of the areas where trees can be planted 
W = Some of the areas that are or can be wilded 

Some of our contributors have 
highlighted the layout and 
community spirit of the village, 
(David Brockington, above, Ian 
McKeag and Lesley Sutherland 
on Page 8). With input from 
others we’ve gathered some 
interesting anecdotes from circa 
1930s-40s.   

Fell Row was a street with the 
War Memorial to the north of it 
and the pits to the south. At the 
end of the street was the old 
Chapel. The street was made of 
dirt and it got very clarty! 
Families bathed in a tin bath in 
front of the fire and they placed 
bricks* in the oven to warm the 
beds at night. There were no 
bathrooms here and they used a 
‘thunder box’. Use your 
imagination! 

BURNHOPE OF YESTERYEAR—DID YOU KNOW? 
The school was at the top of 
the street where the children 
played hopscotch and football. 

The Park was near the new 
Chapel and it had a huge pond. 
It was a popular place to play 
and some brave children swam 
there until the pond was 
eventually drained  and the 
water ran down through Fell 
Row, bringing all the fish with it! 

Shopping Knowles’s Shop had 
one big window where you could 
peer in at the groceries and out 
the back you’d find the butchers. 
The Knowles family were all 
involved and delivered by horse 
and cart (early Just Eat?)  

Other shops and establishments 
over the years included the      
Co-op (beside the Cricket Club), 

The Board Inn (most recently 
the Cartwheel Pub and now 
housing). There was Ada 
Rainbow’s which sold sweets, 
Dodgeson’s Butchers, Bobby 
Cummins Clothing Store and of 
course Johnston’s Shop which 
still trades to this day! 

Mining The pits included Annie 
and Fortune, and Fell Row Drift 
ran straight under the road 
towards the Board Inn. There’s 
a gap now on Vale View where 
a house used to stand before it 
was affected by the drift below.  

There was Cross Row and 
Cooperative Terrace with 
allotments between Stone Row 
and Office Row where the 
colliery offices were stationed 
and a bridge took you across to 
the mine. There was a working 

men’s club (the Bottom Club), the 
Avenue and the Pit Canteen. 

The Bearpark Coke and Coal 
Company took over in 1938 and 
villagers can recall the coal being 
transported in buckets across an 
aerial flight. 

The village also boasted a Band 
Hut where many of the names 
mentioned in the Chapel article 
(page 8) played in the brass band.  

These are simply reminiscences. 
Books were written with greater 
detail; if you are interested look 
out for ‘Burnhope Colliery and 
Village Part One’ and ‘Part Two’ 
both by Colin E Mountford 

* Burnhope Brick Flatts were in 
the area around Burnhope’s 
present day Community Garden, 
near the Garage Bar & Grille. 



Janet Box is taking a well-earned step back 
as Treasurer, and from the operational 
running, of the Community Centre, 
although we are delighted that she will 
still be a Trustee.  
 
We simply cannot thank Janet enough 
for her tenacity and determination 
which resulted in the building of our 
fabulous Community Centre.  
 
It would never have happened 
without her!  
 
Here’s what some of the people who 
have worked closely with her during 

the planning, set up and running of the 
community centre had to say: 
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Burnhope Village Support Group was 
born just a few days before the first 
national lockdown in March 2020. 

It all began with a Facebook post from 
resident Andrea Lloyd, asking 
whether anyone would be interested 
in forming a group of volunteers, to 
help those village residents who were 
alone, elderly, infirm, isolating or 
shielding. About 10 people attended 
the first meeting in the Cricket Club 
but by the next day the numbers had 
swelled to over 30 volunteers, of all 
ages and walks of life. 

We started by leafleting all 
households in Burnhope and 
Holmside. Help was offered with 
shopping, picking up prescriptions, 
dog walking and friendly phone calls. 

Janice Ross and Janet Box 
successfully applied to Durham 
County Council for grant funding and 
then we set about organising a food 
bank to provide emergency supplies.  

The wonderful volunteers shopped at 
Helen’s Topshop, Neil’s and in bulk at 
larger supermarkets. Parcels were 
packed up, on request, with food and 
household supplies. These were then 
delivered all around the village to 
people living alone, couples, small 
families and big families, whoever 
found themselves in need.  

Fun packs were made up for 
children for VE Day, some 
parcels of Christmas treats for 
the lonely and vulnerable, an 
Easter egg for every child at the 
primary school and top up 
provisions were gifted to 
families in need, to help over 
the Easter school holidays. 

In total Burnhope Village 
Support Group distributed more 
than 150 parcels of food and 
household provisions to benefit 
in excess of 50 residents and 
their families, and 101 children 
received an Easter egg this year from 
the group. 

All these astonishing achievements 
would not have been possible without 
the selfless commitment of all the 
dedicated volunteers, the organisers, 
the trustees of the Community 
Centre, the Parish Council, Durham 
County Council and all the generous 
people who donated food and cash. 

This was a highly successful 
community project and our hope is 
that relationships, friendships and the 
spirit of working together will continue 
into the future. A MASSIVE THANK 
YOU TO ALL INVOLVED! 

By Cindy Brockington, Volunteer 

More than 150 Food Boxes were distributed 

One of the festive food boxes 
distributed to Villagers at  

Christmas 2020 

 A very happy Eva receiving her  
VE Day Goodie Bag 

 

“I loved my time working at  
Mid Durham AAP and with all the hard working 

people across the patch, but there is one who sticks 
head and shoulders above the rest – Janet Box. 

 
I first met Janet in early 2010 when the AAP was just 

getting going and I remember her being a very practical 
and action focused person.   

 
Over the next nine years she took a vision and need 

for Burnhope and turned into a £800,000 reality.  
 

She is a breath of fresh air in so much as she is someone 
who not only talks the talk, but she walks the walk, and 

for someone like me she was a joy to work with.  
 

Without Janet's enthusiasm and drive, you would not 
have such a fantastic facility – please enjoy using the 

centre as it's been built for you.” 
 

Andy Coulthard 
former Mid Durham AAP Coordinator 

“Janet Box has been an  
active member of the Mid Durham  

Area Action Partnership (AAP) Board since  
2017 as a public representative, and has been the 

Chair for the last two years up until May.  Janet's role as 
the chair, in particular having to guide us through the terrible 

pandemic, has brought out her qualities in terms of her 
leadership as well as her pragmatic perspective and way of 

dealing with the challenges the AAP was facing.  
 

We had to re-adjust quickly to support local groups undertaking 
an emergency response in the midst of the crisis.   

 
Janet as a very practical, steady minded person, committed her 
time over and above what was expected to ensure the AAP had 
support to undertake its role.  She 'is always there' despite the 
personal challenges she herself has faced in this last year and 
was always on hand to listen, guide and offer helpful advice. 

Janet is a 'star' and we have been (and continue to be) 
lucky to have her as part of the AAP and all its work.  

 
Derek Snaith, Mid Durham AAP 

 

“I cannot thank Janet 

enough for the work and effort she has 

put in to the development of Burnhope 

Community Centre, from the idea to 

finished building. We have had some 

frustrating times and a lot of laughs 

during this period and I hope Jan  

now enjoys her retirement  

and time at the caravan.”  

 

Derek Coates Chair of Burnhope 

Community Centre 

 
“All projects need a driving  

force to get things moving and  
keep them going; Burnhope  

Community Centre is no exception.  
 

Janet, it would not have been possible 
without you! Your passion and tenacity 
knows no bounds – thank you for this 

fantastic resource!” 
 

Sarah Grey 
Burnhope Community Centre 

Coordinator 

Janet Box 

150+ food 
parcels 

Hundreds of 
children’s 
treats 

 



    HERE COMES BURNHOPE BAIRNS!  
Burnhope Bairns is our new Toddler 
and Pre-school Group  

Sessions start again on Tuesday 7 September 
and we’d love to see you there! 

Run by Heather Galloway and Cindy 
Brockington, two of the Trustees of the 
Community Centre and both experienced in 
running toddler groups, it got off to a brilliant 
start.  

By week three we had 17 children and 11 
adults attending – wow! 

Thanks to our Burnhope Bairns funders - 
Karbon Homes who gave us £2947 and 
Langley Wind Farm (via County Durham 
Community Foundation) who gave us £1,947.  

 

BURNHOPE PLAYOUT EVENT 
Our Burnhope Playout Event was held on 5 
August 2021 and was a great success. 

Children, young people and 
their families attended the 
event with activities provided by 
our friends at OASES.  

Thanks to Mid Durham AAP for 
the funding which enabled us to 
provide breakfast and lunch 
and activities!  

Participants took part in den 
building, craft activities and 
making healthy food.  

SUPPORT FOR ALL AT THE 
HEART OF THEIR COMMUNITY  

At the Community Centre 
every Tuesday at 9.15am 

until 11.30am  

POSITIVE FUTURES 
KIDS KLUB  

Primary School age 

 
You told us you’d like to see 
some activities for primary school 
children, so here we go! 
 
This group starts on Wednesday 15 
September 2021.  

It runs from 3.15pm till 4.15pm.  

Activities include: 

• Games 

• Sports 

• Crafts 

• Cooking 

and there’s a tuck shop.  

 

Cost £1 per child. 

KIDS KLUB VOLUNTEER SEARCH  
Positive Futures Kids Klub is a new group for 
primary school children.  

The group starts on Wednesday 15 September 
2021 from 3:15pm – 4:15pm and we need 
volunteers to help our staff run it. 

Fancy getting involved? 

Get in touch with Sarah Grey if you think this is for 
you or want more info. 

 

Call 01207 782382  

or email sarah@burnhopecommunitycentre.co.uk 

YOUTH DROP IN  

@The Community Centre 

Age 11+ 

Every Friday evening from 5:30pm.  

A safe space for young people aged 
11+ to: 

• socialise 

• listen to music 

• do arts and crafts 

• play table tennis 

• air hockey and other games.  
 

Free 



Activities for everyone 

Pilates with Mary 
is £4 per week 
Every Monday evening 
from 6:30 – 7:30pm.  
 

 

Seated Chair 
Exercises is £3.50  

Each Thursday from 
1:00pm – 1:45pm. 

 

 

Join The Gym! 

Our compact gym is 
available for everyone 
over 16 years.  It is 
open most evenings 
and various times 
throughout the day. Please email the 
community centre for details on when the 
gym is open. 

Cost: take out £5 annual membership then 
£2 per hour or £15 monthly unlimited pass.  

People will soon be able to book for the 
gym via an app. Watch this space. 

Keep Moving CIC 
is £3.50  Every 
Wednesday from 
11am – 12pm. 
 
Enjoyable exercise for 
everyone which aims 
to get people to start exercising and improve 
their quality of life.  
 

 

Lunch Club is back! 

First Wednesday of 
every month.  
Starts Wednesday        
1 September from 
1pm  – 3pm. £3  for a 
hot two course meal. Book your place by 
phoning 01207 780382. 
 

Monday Club  
from 1 – 3pm – get 
out of the house and 
meet new people. 
Activities include: 
bingo, quiz, raffle and 
a cuppa. Costs £2.50. 
 

 

Saturday Night Entertainment  
Bingo, refreshments. 7 – 9pm. Just turn up. 

Recycling Revolution – say no to 

landfill! Recycle your plastic.  First Saturday 
of the month. 

Next one - Saturday 4 September 2021 – 
10am – 12pm. 

 

Crafting Companions 

Starting 9th September 6.30pm 

Join us and be 
inspired. Any crafts 
or hobbies.  

Bring your own 
project or learn a 
new skill.  

Call 07923 550046 
if you’d like to 
know more. 

 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Monday Club 
from 1pm – 3pm 

Pilates With Mary 
from 6:30pm – 

7:30pm 

Burnhope Bairns 
– from 9:15am – 

11:30am 

  

  

Keep Moving  from 
11am – 12pm 

 Positive Futures 
Kids Klub from 

3:15pm  – 4:15pm 

Coffee Morning from 

10am – 12pm  

 Seated Chair Exercise 
from 1pm – 1:45pm  

 Crafting Companions  
from 6:30pm – 

7:30pm 

 Holmside Productions  
7:30pm – 9pm 

Youth Drop In for  
age 11+  from 

5:30pm  – 7:30pm  

Saturday Night 
Entertainment 

7 – 9pm 

All are welcome at Burnhope Community Centre  
You’ll find lots more information on our website or pop in  

to see us during one of the weekly sessions below 

www.burnhopecommunitycentre.co.uk  

Some of these groups are new and starting September. 
Please check our website for updated information.  

For more information on our groups  email  
sarah@burnhopecommunitycentre.co.uk 
 

or call 01207 782382 

Special or monthly events:  

Recycling Revolution - first Saturday of every 
month from 10 am– 12pm 

Lunch Club - first Wednesday of the month from 
1pm – 3pm. £3 gets you a two course meal 

Pie and Peas Supper – Saturday 11 September - £3  

Café Church – second Tuesday of every month from 
6pm– 7pm 

Christmas Fair – Sunday 28 November 2021 from 
2pm– 4pm 



Thank You 
Everyone at the Practice would like to say 
Thank You to all our patients for their 
cooperation during the changes encountered 
over the last 18 months due to the COVID-19 
pandemic 

 

COVID-19 
From Monday 19th July the National Guidance for HealthCare 
settings is that ALL patients must still wear a face covering 
when attending the surgery.  This is to help protect our 
patients and staff. Thank you for following this guidance. 

 

Appointments 
During COVID-19 pandemic, patients were booked telephone 
appointments and only asked to attend the surgery if the GP 
requested the patient to be seen face to face.  

 

Whilst the practice is seeing patients face to face, if your 
appointment can be dealt with by a telephone call from the 
GP then ask our receptionist to book this call for you.  
Patients can also request a Video consultation. Other ways of 
dealing with health issues are detailed below. 

 

Hospital appointments are still quite restricted, but patients 
are now steadily being seen.  

 

eConsult 
If you require medical assistant which isn't urgent then you 
can access the surgery via the e-consult which is located on 
our website approximately halfway down the homepage.   

 

A GP response will be fed back to you within 48 working 
hours.  You can also request fit-notes and letters via e-
consult. 

 

Care Navigation 
Care Navigation extends the range of options and choices an 
individual has about accessing the right support for them.  

 

The signposting involved in Care Navigation includes 
members of general practice staff as well as other NHS 
organisations, social care and support available in the 
community.  Ask our reception team. 

 

 

COVID-19 and Mental Wellbeing 
Fear, worry, and stress are normal responses when we are 
faced with uncertainty or the unknown. So, it is normal and 
understandable that people are experiencing fear in the 
context of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Added to the fear of contracting the virus in a pandemic such 
as COVID-19 are the significant changes to our daily lives. 
Faced with new realities of working from home, temporary 
unemployment, home-schooling of children, and lack of 
physical contact with other family members, friends and 
colleagues, it is important that we look after our mental, as 
well as our physical, health and wellbeing. 

 

For further information on looking after your mental health, 
follow the link below for lots of tools and support.  

 

https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/ 

 

 
www.thehavensurgery.co.uk 

 

Tel: 01207 268820  
 

 

New GP Data Extraction for Research 
NHS Digital has been collecting data from GPs through its 
trusted General Practice Extraction Service. This system is 
now being replaced with their new General Practice Data for 
Planning and Research (GPDPR) service, a broader general-
purpose collection which will enable faster access to 
pseudonymised patient data for planners and researchers.  

  

The data collection will begin on 1st September.  

  

More information about the service can be found on the  

NHS Digital website - https://digital.nhs.uk  

 

We now include an additional privacy notice, alongside our 
main privacy notice, that explains what data is used and why.  

 

Opting out 
If you don’t want your identifiable patient data to be shared for 
purposes except for your own care, you can opt-out by 
registering a Type 1 Opt-out or a National Data Opt-out, or 
both. These opt-outs are different and they are explained in 
more detail on the NHS digital website. Your individual care 
will not be affected if you opt-out using either option. 

The type 1 opt-out form can also be downloaded from our 
website 

 

 

First Contact Physio (FCP) 
The surgery has a first contact physiotherapy service. You 
can book an appointment directly with a physiotherapist via 
the receptionist, which means you won’t need to wait for a 
referral from a doctor.  

 

Contact the practice for more information.  

 

 

New Staff 
We have a new team member working in our dispensary.  
Ashleigh Bell joined the practice at the beginning of June 
2021.  Ashleigh has previous pharmacy experience and has 
also worked in General Practice. 

 

 

Flu Season and Covid Booster 
Flu Vaccinations are due to arrive at the end of September.  
NHS officials are planning a joint coronavirus and flu jab 
campaign in the Autumn and we will be contacting patients 
regarding this closer to the time, as information in this area is 
changing fast.  

 

The practice will be in contact with patients once clinic dates 
have been agreed.    

 

Andrew Johnson, Practice Pharmacist will also continue to 
help with the ongoing COVID Vaccination programme. 
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In 1880, The Immanuel Wesleyan Methodist Chapel was built in 
Burnhope. Little is known of its founders or of church life.  

It closed in the 1930’s on amalgamation with The Primitive 
Methodists and the building became a barn, however, sometime 

before demolition its windows were saved and subsequently put 
to use in a conservatory, somewhere in Whitehouse Avenue.  

In 1888, The Primitive Methodist Chapel was built, the land 
given as a gift to the people of Burnhope.  

The first service was held on 

16th Feb 1889. The Consett 
Guardian of 22nd February 

1889 described the new 
Chapel as:  

‘A neat Gothic structure 
standing on a slight 
eminence at the east 
entrance to the village 
and may be looked on as 
being an ornament and 

credit to the place’.  

 

Since opening, families who have worshipped at the Chapel 

read like a Who’s Who of the village.  

Names encountered in records include:  

Clarkson, Coates, Ross, Brooks, Hovvels, Smith, Cook, 
Heslop, Gill, Small, Wildblood, Rogers, Biggs, Hughes, 
Lowerson, Wake, Heckles, Rushton, Robson, Graver, 

Peveller, Barron, Calvert, Moss, Marsh, Johnson, Cottam, 
Walters, Carr, Wood, Halliday, Chatton, Batty, Williams, 
Hoult, Robinson, Spoors, Mallows, Hards, Elsinor, Scott, 

Coulthard, Sanderson, McSorley, Usher, Henderson, 
Dowson, Stubbs, Soulslby, Gill, Stonebank, Brown, Graham 
to name a few.  

Is your family name there? Perhaps you are curious about your 

ancestors and would like to come along, to follow in their 
footsteps from a century ago.  

We hope to resume services in October at 16.00. Please visit 
our Facebook page for details of special services.  

In uncertain times, the Chapel faces a challenging future; its 

place in the community can be secured with the support and 
help of the people of Burnhope. Everyone is welcome. 

As we recover from Covid, communal events promoting social 

contact will be especially important.  

What’s on at Burnhope Chapel: 

Walking Group - Tuesdays 10.00 – 11.00 

Weekly Tea & Biscuits - Wednesdays 13.00 – 15.00 

Food Bank Donations -  Fridays 10.00 – 12 noon. 

Buy or Borrow Books - Saturdays (bi weekly) 11th Sept, 
25th Sept then continuing every other week. 

 

 

Burnhope Methodist Church (behind the War Memorial) 
Holmside Lane, Burnhope, DH7 0DP  

 

www.facebook.com/Burnhopemethodistchapel/ 

In February 2019 I was offered an advance copy of a documentary film 

celebrating the 150th anniversary of the Durham Miners’ Gala.  

Having learned that Burnhope had hosted the Gala in the 1920s, I 

jumped at the chance to screen the film for the community in the 

Community Centre, and to work with Age UK on the heritage project. 

As I was just getting to know a bit of Burnhope’s history of working 

together to ensure that the community survived in the face of all sorts of 

threats, I was excited to see how the village would respond to the film- 

and to some of the things that we had planned to celebrate both 

community and church. 

And then the first lockdown came. 

It was a time of crisis for many. Those of us who had the means to 

shop online, to work from home via Zoom, and to see those we loved 

on Facetime, suddenly realised how privileged we are. And overnight, 

those who were already feeling abandoned and unloved found 

themselves even more isolated and alone. 

It was a time of crisis - but it also gave us a first-hand insight into the 

spirit of our village - the fighting spirit that saw off attempts at 

demolition, and the generosity of spirit that enabled the Gala to go on 

when it had no home. 

The shops remained open, a real lifeline for those who had no transport 

and no way to order online. A support group quickly formed and 

volunteers collected prescriptions, did the shopping and walked dogs 

for people who were ill, self-isolating or who had mobility issues.  

Neighbour looked out for neighbour, and when the church needed a 

boost you were there too, raising the vital funds to keep us going. It was 

all a taste of the power of love in action. 

That first lockdown feels like a long time ago. Restrictions have been 

lifted. Our schools and community centre and churches are open, and 

we’re able to hold baptisms, weddings and funerals again. It would be 

very tempting to forget the last 18 months and return to our previous 

way of life.  

But we still need one another. People are still lonely, still hungry, still 

unable to get out. The church still needs your help to reach out and 

deliver some vital services to those in the greatest need, and to be 

there for you when you have something to celebrate, or sorrows to 

share. 

So please do think about coming to 

church. We meet at 9:15am on the first, 

third and fourth Sundays of the month- 

and if you’re not that ‘churchy’, we enjoy 

Café church at the Community centre on 

the second Tuesday of the month at 6pm 

(and yes, it does involve cake!). We’re a 

friendly bunch, and we’d love to meet 

you. 

If you have any questions about faith, or 

something to celebrate or a special 

person to remember, please give me a 

call on 01207 529166. 

And I still hope to screen the documentary on the Gala at the 

Community Centre, as a tribute to a community that has a generous 

heart and by loving one another has survived a pandemic…  

With every blessing, 

Lesley 
Priest in Charge St John’s Burnhope, All Saints Lanchester, and St 

Thomas, Harelaw and Annfield Plain 

St John’s Church, Holmside Lane 

Burnhope, DH7 0DP 

www.theparishoflanchesterandburnhope.co.uk 

Rev’d Lesley Sutherland 



Page 10 

It has been a challenge these last 18 months 

for the cricket games to be played each week 

due to Covid 19, with teams having to cancel 

games due to players self-isolating. 

Over the months when the Cricket Club 

remained closed during the dreaded lockdown 

we took the opportunity to extend the seating 

area inside by adding an extension to the 

existing building.  

EXTENDED SEATING IN THE BAR 

This has now been completed and has 

transformed the club whilst allowing everyone 

to be safely distanced. We reopened in June 

and look forward to the return of all our 

customers. 

UNDER 11’s ON SUNDAYS 

Our under 11’s junior cricketers play every 

Sunday morning, and are developing into a 

promising team of young players thanks to the 

dedication of local lad who volunteers his time 

to train the kids.  

Any youngster interested in learning the game 

can join the team as there is always room for 

new players. 

FUND RAISING FOR THE JUNIORS 

On 1st August our Junior section and a large number of parents/

guardians took to the streets of Burnhope to complete a sponsored 

walk in aid of getting more equipment for next season.  

Cricket is an expensive sport to play and can be financially 

demanding for some families. Therefore at Burnhope Cricket Club we 

try to ensure that there are no barriers for kids to play cricket.  

David Selby is continuing to fundraise to ensure new, up to date kit is 

available, and most importantly to ensure the kids have the very best 

to continue their development in the game.  

A huge thank you to everyone who has donated so far. 






